192            JAMES BAIRD WEAVER

arm. Sir, that gentleman could not do any-
thing 'within the reach of his arm'. I spurn
with contempt the reach of his arm. The reach
of his arm would affect me about as little as it
affected the last presidential election.''

"Weaver replied by cautioning the member
from Illinois not to talk when he was excited
and said that he was perfectly safe so far as he
was concerned. His apology was ample and he
accepted it, but he warned him against the use
of such expressions which he believed in Ken-
tucky were "regarded as the first blow ....
And the gentleman is mistaken about my fight-
ing weight; it is one hundred and eighty-five
pounds." Mr. Sparks quite naturally replied
by saying that his weight was two hundred and
fifteen pounds. A further interchange of per-
sonalities led Weaver to denounce Sparks as a
liar, to which Sparks responded by calling
Weaver "a scoundrel and a villain and a liar".
Mr. Weaver then advanced toward Sparks "in
a menacing attitude", and said, "If you get
within my reach I will hit you."

Members of the House interposed, the
Speaker resumed the chair, and the Sergeant-
at-Arms with his mace of office, moved about
the floor of the House, and order was restored.
After the committee of the whole had risen in
due form, the House adjourned.142

The next day before the completion of the